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“Belding Area Schools, in partnership with the community, is dedicated to

the academic, social and personal growth of all students, so each becomes a
contributing member of society.”

Belding High School Belief Statements
At Belding High School, we believe:

e Every student can learn.

e Teaching makes a difference.

e Planning for instruction improves student opportunities to
learn.

e Frequent monitoring of student progress contributes to
effective teaching and learning.

e Achievement is the result of a coordinated effort between
students, staff, parents, and community members.



Welcome

Welcome to Belding High School! As a student at Belding High School you
will find many great opportunities to learn, grow, and expand your horizons.
Our district recently adopted the motto: The Right Size. The Right Choice. We
think you will find this motto to be very true of Belding High School. We are a
medium-sized high school located in a small town environment, but we have
many BIG opportunities for our students.

We are proud to say that Belding High School has some of the highest
achievement scores in the county to go along with our many fantastic extra-
curricular activities. Students will be hard pressed to find more opportunities
and examples of excellence in a more personalized setting than BHS. We are
proud of our students and proud of the contributions of our staff. It is our hope
that this pride will carry to our students and throughout the Belding
Community.

This handbook will provide the guidelines you will need to have a successful
year at BHS. It is our hope that you will enjoy and respect your school and
maximize your opportunities.

Dr. John Deiter, Principal Mr. Ross Willick, Assistant Principal

Belding High School Calendar

2010 - 2011
(yet to be negotiated in full)
September 7" First Day for Students
October 1% Homecoming Game
October 2™ Homecoming Dance
October 121" 29'" MEAP Testing
March 1*-3" MME Testing
May 26 High School Graduation
Administration
Leslie Mount, Superintendent 794-4700
John Deiter, High School Principal 794-4900
Ross Willick, Assistant Principal 794-4900
Brett Zuver, Athletic Director 794-4900
Board of Education
Timothy Flynn Deb Wagner Tom Humphreys
Byron Davey Terry Boni
Robert Insley Andrea Booker



Guidance Department

Mandy Schroeder, Guidance Counselor (A-K) 794-4940

Mary Wilson, Guidance Counselor (L-Z) 794-4939
Students wishing a counselor other than assigned must pick up a request for
transfer form from the Principal’s Secretary and return it signed by a
parent/guardian the following day. This request will not be considered until the
student has met at least one time with his/her assigned counselor.
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Academics

Academic Grade Scale
All required classes must be passed to receive credit towards graduation.

93-100=A 90 - 92 = A- 87 - 89=B+ 83-86=B
80 - 82 =B- 77- 79=C+ 73-76=C 70- 72=C-
67 - 69 =D+ 63- 66 =D 60 - 62 =D- 00- 59=E

Classroom Procedures
Every teacher will provide the students in his/her classes with a course outline
and classroom policies/procedures at the beginning of the school year.



College Information

Students who are considering college should schedule any or all of the
following tests in preparation for entrance to college: A.C.T. and/or S.A.T. The
A.C.T. is a graduation requirement and will administered in March as part of
the Michigan Merit Examination in the junior year. The Guidance Office will
keep students informed of the dates of any of the tests.

College Applications

All applications for college may be picked up in the Guidance Office or found
online on the college’s website. Students and parents may receive help with
college applications through the College Saturday program at BHS.

Financial Aid
Financial aid forms must be filed by Feb. 15 to apply for scholarships.

Credits

Each twelve-week trimester class completed successfully will earn one half of a

credit. Under the trimester schedule model, a student can earn a maximum of

30 credits over a four-year period. Courses that earn credit:

1. All academic and vocational subjects.

2. All activity courses (physical education, band, etc.)

3. Advanced Placement or university courses may be used toward semester

credits. Only the Advanced Placement courses will be graded on a 5.0

grading scale.

4. Independent Study will be allowed if the following conditions are met: a.
Defined syllabus; b. Regular supervision by a certified teacher from
Belding Area High School; c. Studies should be project oriented.

5. Home Bound: In case of extended illness or injury, it is possible to have a
home-bound teacher assigned. Credit will be allowed for home-bound
courses if under the supervision of an approved home-bound teacher.

6. Adult Diploma Program credit towards graduation will be granted by
permission of the High School Principal.

7. No credits toward graduation will be allowed from any correspondence
school.

The minimum credit requirements for graduation are:

The minimum credit requirement for graduation is 27.5 credits for the class of
2012 and all subsequent classes.

The minimum credit requirement for graduation is 27 credits for the class of
2011.

Note: In addition to the total amount of credits needed for graduation, it is
important to refer to the section titled “Graduation Requirements.”



Dropping and Adding of Classes

Due to the brief nature of a trimester schedule, the window of opportunity to
drop and add classes is one week after the start of any given trimester. In order
to change classes a student must:

1. Pick up the appropriate form in the Guidance Office from a guidance
counselor.

2. Complete the form with a guidance counselor listing the class changes.

3. Students must take the form to both teachers affected by the change and
acquire a signature approval.

4. Once steps 1 through 3 are completed, students are expected to return the
form to the Guidance Office for final approval.

Note: Any schedule changes outside of the one-week window of opportunity

will require administrative approval.

Students enrolled in AP classes will be asked to commit to remaining in the
class(es) and taking the AP test by the last week of the first trimester. Students
opting to take the AP test will be graded on the 5.0 scale.  Students wishing to
drop an AP class after the first trimester will be required to meet with the
principal and a parent or guardian. Students will be responsible for the cost of
a test that is ordered but not completed. Students must maintain a B- (80%) or
higher to be graded on the 5.0 scale.

Dual Enrollment

Dual Enrollment is an opportunity to take classes at a post-secondary institution
(college) while attending Belding High. A student will be eligible if the
following criteria are met:

The Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) has
established passing scores on two examinations, the ACT PLAN assessment
and the College Board PSAT assessment. The PLAN and PSAT can be used
by sophomores, as well as juniors (in the fall), to qualify for dual enrollment.
Once juniors participate in the MME in the spring of their junior year, their
MME scores will be used for dual enrollment decisions. Juniors need to score
at performance levels 1 or 2 on MME to qualify for dual enrollment.

The course taken at the post-secondary institution cannot be in the area of
hobby craft, recreation, physical education, theology, divinity, or religious
education. Students wishing to apply for Dual Enrollment must meet with their
guidance counselor, fill out the proper paperwork, and receive written approval
from the building principal.

Early Graduation Policy
Students shall spend a minimum of 12 trimesters in regularly scheduled high
school classes to be eligible for graduation. This requirement may be reduced
if the following criteria are met:
- The student shall have met all other requirements for high school graduation
- The student shall have demonstrated sufficient maturity to adjust to an
advanced learning environment, be capable of handling a responsible full-
time job, or have attained his or her 19" birthday.
- The student shall have a minimum 3.6 scholastic average or supply evidence
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that he or she has a full-time job and that his economic assistance is needed
in the family, or be enlisting in the U.S. Armed Forces.

- The student shall obtain written recommendations prior to November 15™
for a waiver of this requirement from at least two faculty members whose
class he or she has taken, his or her counselor, and his or her parent/guardian
(if under the age of 18).

Final approval of all such waivers shall be made by the high school principal.

Exams

All Belding High School students will be required to take cumulative exams at
the end of each trimester. Exams will count up to 20 percent of the trimester
grade. Percentage value will be determined by individual departments if more
than one person teaches the course, or individual teachers if a single person
teaches the course. It should be noted that core classes will likely have a higher
weighted cumulative exam than performance-based classes.

Freedom to Publish

Students are entitled to express in writing their personal opinions. Such
expression shall not interfere with the freedom of others to express themselves.
The use of obscenities or personal attacks is prohibited. All student meetings in
school building or on school grounds may function only as part of the formal
educational process or as authorized by the Assistant Principal. Students have
the freedom to assemble peacefully. There is an appropriate time and place for
the expression of opinions and beliefs. Conducting demonstrations, which
interfere with the operations of the school or classroom, is inappropriate and
prohibited. Buttons and other insignia may not be worn or displayed if the
message is intended to mock, ridicule or otherwise deliberately demean or
provoke others because of race, religion, national origin or individual views.
Buttons and other insignia may be worn to express a point of view, unless
doing so results in a direct interference with the school program. No student
may pass out buttons or other literature during regular school hours either in
class or in the halls between classes. Students distributing buttons or other
literature before or after regular school hours will be responsible for removing
litter which may result from their activities. Failure to observe these rules can
result in confiscation of the material, curtailing of the privilege, or, when
necessary, disciplinary action including suspension.

Graduation Recognition

Senior Scholars — (ACT + GPA) Students who total 1700 or higher will receive
gold cords; be recognized individually during the graduation ceremony, be
noted in a special part of the graduation program.

Suma Cum Laude — (3.9 and above GPA) will receive a Blue Cord to wear
during the graduation ceremony, be recognized individually during the
graduation ceremony, and be noted in a special part of the graduation program.
Magna Cum Laude — (3.7 up to 3.899 GPA) Students will receive a Red Cord
to wear during the graduation ceremony, be recognized individually during the
graduation ceremony, and be noted in a special part of the graduation program.
Cum Laude — (3-5 up to 3.699 GPA) Students will receive an orange cord and
be noted in the graduation program.



Honor Roll — (3.0 up to a 3.499 GPA) Students will be noted in the graduation
program

*Formula for Senior Scholars

GPA Score x 250 (score cannot be greater than 1,000) + ACT Composite score
X 27.778 = Total Final Score.

Students earning a blue or gold cord will be given an opportunity to speak at
the commencement ceremony.

Michigan Merit Curriculum Guidelines for High School Credit and
Graduation (class of 2011 and all subsequent classes)

Please find information pertaining to the new Michigan High School
Graduation Requirements listed below. As always, you are welcome to contact
your child’s school with any questions you may have or visit
http://www.mi.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-38924---,00.html for more information
regarding Michigan’s graduation requirements.

Earning High School Credit:

A credit is a completed unit of study. Credits may be earned through
successful coursework (59.5% or higher grade in course). This grade will be
based at least in part on student performance on subject area assessments,
which measure the extent to which the student meets state credit expectations
and guidelines. Students may also potentially earn credit by testing out, taking
advanced placement courses, on-line classes, dual enrollment and “related”
courses (vocational/career tech. courses etc).

Testing out of Courses:

A student who wishes to test out of a class must fill out a request prior to the
deadline of June 1% for the following school year. Applications for testing out
will be available in the Guidance Office. The application requires a parent
signature.

If a student decides to attempt to test out of a class, a syllabus and a textbook (if
utilized) will be provided by the appropriate BHS department. At no time,
should a student expect to receive instruction. Testing out will occur during a
several day time period during the weeks prior to school beginning in the fall.
Students must earn a minimum of a C+ (76.5%) to be considered successful.
8" grade Algebra I credit requirement:

A student must earn at least a cumulative grade of C- (69.5%) over the course
of 3 trimesters including the mid-term and exit exams to earn high school credit
for Algebra I. High school credit may also be earned by testing out of the
course by scoring at least 76.5% (C+) on the MDE end of course
examination(s).

High School Level Algebra I credit requirement:

A student must earn at least a cumulative grade of C- (69.5%) in Algebra IA,
including the final exam, in order to advance to Algebra 1B and earn an
Algebra 1 A % credit (this applies to the first attempt at Algebra IA only). All
other math courses (including a second attempt at Algebra 1A) will require a
passing grade (at least 59.5%) for advancement and credit. Credit may also be


http://www.mi.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-38924---,00.html

earned by testing out of the course by scoring at least 76.5% (C+) on the MDE
end of course examination(s).

High School “math related” classes:

Computerized accounting - .5 credit

Chemistry A & B (if not taken for science credit)

Physics A & B (if not taken for science credit)

Pre-algebra A & B

Foundations of personal finance .5

Community-as-a-School and/or Heartlands Tool & Die (equivalence)
equals 1 credit

Build A Home — (equivalence) 1 credit

Robotics .5

High School “online experience” classes:

€2020Michigan Virtual University courses
BMA1A
Other with Guidance Office permission

Personal Curriculum Options:

Basic information is listed below. For more details refer to Belding
Area Schools Board Policy 7113, http://www.mi.gov/mde/0,1607,7-
140-38924---,00.html or contact a high school counselor at (616)
794-4900.

—  Four Reasons for a student to request a PC

e  To add additional math, English, science or world language
courses.

e  To modify credit requirements because he or she has
transferred from out of state or from a non-public school.

e  To modify the Algebra Il requirement by spreading the
content over two years for two credits, or reducing the math
to 3.5 credits and substituting other acceptable courses.

See your guidance counselor for details.
e To modify the credit requirements based on a student’s
disability.
—  Subjects that cannot be modified
English Language Arts
Science
World Languages
Civics
Online Learning Experience
Exception — Students with a disability and transfer students

Possible High School credit options at BMS:

Online experience (Any of the following BMS courses will fulfill:
Web Design, Multimedia, Video Productions, Computer
Applications)

8" grade Spanish | A and Spanish | B requirement:


http://www.mi.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-38924---,00.html
http://www.mi.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-38924---,00.html

- Astudent must earn at least a cumulative grade of C- (69.5%) over
the course of 3 trimesters including the mid-term and exit exams to
earn high school credit for Spanish | A and Spanish | B. High school
credit may also be earned by testing out of the course by scoring at
least 76.5% (C+) on the end of course examination(s).

- Algebra I (using criteria above)

Graduation Requirements
This policy is meant to give guidelines to all students attending Belding Area
High School in preparation for their final school year.

To prepare Michigan’s students with the skills and knowledge needed for the
jobs of the 21% Century global economy, the State of Michigan has enacted a
rigorous new set of statewide graduation requirements that are among the best
in the nation.

Michigan Merit Curriculum

Mathematics: 4 Credits including Algebra |, Geometry, and Algebra 1. One
credit may be “math related.” Additionally, one credit must be taken during the
senior year.

English Language Arts: 4 Credits aligned with subject area content
expectations developed by the Michigan Department of Education

Science: Class of 2011 3.5 Credits Class of 2012 3.0 including
* 1 credit of Biology
« .5 credits of Earth Science (not required for class of 2012 or subsequent)

A student and his or her parents can then choose
* Physical Science A & B

* 1 credit of Chemistry or Physics

OR

* 1 credit of Chemistry followed by

* 1 credit of Physics

Social Studies: 3 Credits including ¥ Credit in Civics; % Credit in Economics;
U.S. History and Geography; World History and Geography.

Physical Education/Health: .5 credits in Health is required as is .5 credits in
Physical Education.

Visual, Performing, Applied Arts: One Credit aligned with guidelines to be
developed by the Michigan Department of Education

Additional Graduation Requirements:

On-line Learning Experience: Students must take an on-line course or
learning experience; OR have the on-line learning experience incorporated into
each of the required credits of the Michigan Merit Curriculum




World Languages: Beginning with the Class of 2016 (Third graders in Fall
2006), students will need to complete 2 credits of a World Language in grades
9-12; OR have an equivalent learning experience in grades K-12

Honor Roll

Students who meet the requirements for honor roll will have their names

published at the end of each marking period. Honor roll requirements are:

1. Must attain a G.P.A. of 3.00 or better for Honors.

2. Must attain a G.P.A. of 2.80 or better for Honorable Mention.

3. Must not have a grade of D, E, | (incomplete) or NC (no credit) in any
subject.

National Testing Schedule
For information regarding the ACT, PSAT, SAT, ASVAB, and/or AP tests,
please make an appointment with a guidance counselor.

Portfolio & Exit Interview

Portfolios and exit interviews are required of all students prior to graduation.
Each senior will be required to compile a portfolio and present it to a panel of
teachers. The requirements include a minimum of a resume, a completed job
application, answers to frequently asked interview questions, a sample of their
writing, letters of recommendation, awards & certificates. There may be
additional items that may be added to this list, which will be determined by the
Team for School Improvement.

Renaissance
During the 1990-91 school year, the Educational Boosters organization was
formed. The primary purpose of this organization is to promote academic
excellence through the use of incentives in a cooperative effort with business
and school. The belief of this organization is “what gets rewarded, gets
accomplished.” The Renaissance Program will begin the fall of 1991 with
cards being awarded after the 1st marking period. Card carriers will be
rewarded with specific incentives based on the type of card earned from the
previous marking period. A list of these incentives for the various cards will be
posted in the main lobby area and updated on a regular basis.
Redskin Cards
Orange Card
*3.7-4.0 G.P.A. for grades 8-12
* No grades of C, D, E, [, or NC
* No unexcused absences
* No suspensions
Blue Card
*3.0-3.699 G.P.A. for grades 8-12
* No grades of C, D, E, I, or NC
* No unexcused absences
* No suspensions

Black Card

* 2.0 or above G.P.A. for grades 8-12 or .5 G.P.A. improvement
* No grades of E, I, or NC
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* No unexcused absences
* No more than one suspension
* Last marking period grades apply in fall of next year.

Report Cards and Progress Reports

At the end of each trimester, report cards will be given to students or directly to
the parent/guardian at Parent-Teacher Conferences. Progress reports will be
given to student on approximately a biweekly basis. If parents are not
receiving progress reports and/or report cards, please call the main office at
794-4900. Parents can also access their child’s records through the Belding
Area School’s website. Please call the Technology Department at 794-4553 for
assistance.

Trimester Schedules

Orange Schedule — Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

1* Block 7:25—8:40 a.m.

2" Block 8:45 — 10:00 a.m.

3" Block 10:05 - 11:20 p.m. (w/B-Lunch 11:20 — 11:50)
3" Block 10:35 — 11:50 p.m. (w/A-Lunch 10:05 — 10:35)
4" Block 11:55-1:10 p.m.

5" Block 1:15 — 2:30 p.m.

Black Schedule - Wednesday with A.M. Homeroom

1* Block 7:25-8:35a.m.

Homeroom 8:40 — 9:00 a.m.

2" Block 9:05—10:15 a.m.

3" Block 10:20 — 11:30 a.m. (w/B-Lunch 11:30 — 12:00)
3" Block 10:50 — 12:00 p.m. (w/A-Lunch 10:20 — 10:50)
4" Block 12:05-1:15 p.m.

5" Block 1:20 — 2:30 p.m.

White Schedule - Wednesday with P.M. Homeroom

1% Block 7:25-8:35a.m.

2" Block 8:40 — 9:50 a.m.

3" Block 9:55 — 11:05 a.m.

4" Block 11:10 — 12:20 p.m. (w/B-Lunch 12:20 — 12:50)
4" Block 11:40 — 12:50 p.m. (W/A-Lunch 11:10 — 11:40)
Homeroom 12:55 - 1:15 p.m.

5" Block 1:20 — 2:30 p.m.

Withdrawals

Students leaving school do so for a variety of reasons. When the withdrawal
has not been decided upon by conference between home and school, students
must bring notes from a parent stating reason for withdrawal. Withdrawal is not
complete until student has returned textbooks, cleaned out lockers, received
clearance from the library and classes, paid all bills, and checked out through
the guidance office. Release of records or references may be delayed for
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students who have failed to return or pay for all school property in their
possession.

Activities and Opportunities

Assemblies, class activities, clubs, dramatics, musical groups, publications and
social activities--all of these offer opportunities for growth, recreation, hobby
building, planning, executing leadership experience and working with others.
These experiences are of great value. Your program of studies, athletics, and
activities are all needed to make you a well-rounded person. Not only can you
enjoy these activities and not only can they contribute to your development, but
by taking part in them, you can also be of service to your school. One word of
advice: More important than the “quantity” of clubs you belong to is the
“quality” of work that you do.

After-School Activities

Any time a student or group of students meets in the building after school
hours, there must be a teacher supervising the activity. If a teacher is not
available for the activity, the activity will not be allowed. No students are to
enter the school building at night or on weekends unless supervised by a staff
member. Students with one or more unexcused absences in a day may not be
involved in extracurricular activities.

Assemblies

From time to time throughout the school year, a host of varied, interesting,
recreational, educational, and inspirational programs provide not only
individual enjoyment and benefit, but also give us training in how to be a good,
appreciative and courteous audience. The spirit of the entire school is benefited
by the kind and quality of our assembly programs. Students who do not conduct
themselves properly in assemblies and pep meetings will be asked to leave.
Students may be refused the privilege of attending further assemblies or pep
meetings. Confine your conversation before the actual start of the program to
those nearby. When a person rises to speak, conversation should cease at once.
Welcome those who will participate in the program courteously. Whistling and
cat-calls are not acceptable. Sit quietly and give the speaker or entertainer your
courteous attention. The acceptable form of applause is a moderate clapping of
hands. It is in the assembly that the real character of the school is shown. Be
restrained and quiet. Remember that you are one of approximately eight
hundred and that you have no right to create disruptions for other students.

Bulletin Board
Watch the bulletin board across from the office for scheduled dances, games,
and other events.

Class Rings
Class rings may be ordered during the student’s sophomore year. Ring orders
generally are placed in the fall for Christmas delivery.

12



Clubs

NHS Student Leadership (YAC) Drama Club
F.F.A Student Council Art Club
Book Club Creative Writing Club Robotics
Dance Team Business Professionals of America Forensics

Orientation Squad
Weightlifting Club / Dawn patrol

Dances

All dances must be scheduled and approved by the Principal, at least ten days
before the dance. Eight chaperones must be assigned five days before the
dance. The administration will select dance dates for the year within two weeks
of the start of school. All school-sponsored dances will be held in the high
school commons. Clubs sponsoring a dance must do their own set-up and
clean-up. All rules as stated in this handbook apply at dances.

Procedures and Rules for the Operation of the Dance

Students shall not be admitted to the dance after one hour of the dance has
elapsed. Students coming in after that time shall be refused admission unless
other arrangements have been made with the Activities Director. In that case,
their names would be placed on a list to be approved in writing by the
Activities Director so that they may gain late admission. After-game dances
end at 11:30 p.m. Tickets will be sold at the lobby doors. There will be two
chaperones in the lobby. Students under the influence will be refused
admission. No coats may be worn in the dance. There must be eight
chaperones. At least two chaperones must be from the high school staff.
Smoking, drinking or any use of drugs will not be allowed at any time in the
dance or on school grounds. Students from other high schools may attend the
dance if a B.H.S. student has, prior to the dance, registered them on the guest
list. The guest should be prepared to show I.D. if necessary and must agree to
follow B.H.S. rules. A list of the names of any students caught violating school
regulations should be handed in to the Assistant Principal the next school day
after the dance. Disciplinary measures will be decided by the Assistant
Principal. Once a student has entered the dance, he must stay until he wishes to
leave for the night. Once a student leaves, he will not be allowed to return.
Sponsor’s Duties

Enforce the no smoking, drinking, and use of drug rules. Chaperones should
check the parking lot. Two chaperones should be in the lobby to take
ticketsand to check coats. Six chaperones are to be in the dance area to
supervise the dance. Any student who violates school policy or good
citizenship will be asked to leave immediately. In case of emergency, contact
the Police at 794-1900, the Principal, or the Assistant Principal. Custodians
will be on duty to assist. Students will be allowed in the commons area and
lobby.  All other areas are off-limits for dances. The sponsor of the
organization having the dance is responsible for proper care of the cash box.
Arrangements to lock up the cash box at school should be made with the
Principal or Assistant Principal.
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NOTE: Appropriate attire will be required at the homecoming and prom. The
prom is for the juniors and seniors unless you are the date of a junior or a
senior.

Driver Education

Driver Education is offered through the high school at times to be announced.
To be eligible to take driver education, students must meet the same eligibility
standards as Belding High School athletes. For more information, see Mr.
Scholtens, Director of the Driver Education Program.

End of the Year Ceremonies and Traditions
Baccalaureate
On February 15, 1993, the Board of Education formally directed the high
school administration to cease efforts to organized baccalaureate services.
However, the Board directed the high school, community education, and
central administration to continue cooperating with groups who wish to use
district facilities for group meetings, including any group which cares to
organize whatever baccalaureate activity may seem appropriate by a private
group. This is in compliance with recent Supreme Court decisions regarding
separation of church and state and a strong recommendation from our district’s
attorneys.

Class Night

The Class Night activities will consist of reading of class history, exchange of

class key between juniors and seniors, presentation of departmental awards,

scholarship awards, and special awards. Sophomore class representatives will
serve as ushers for this activity.

Graduation

Attendance at commencement is required of all graduating seniors unless

parents/guardians have made a special request to the High School Principal at

least one week prior to the ceremony. Caps and gowns must be worn at the
commencement ceremony.

The program for graduation will be established by the High School Principal

and will include the following activities: salutatorian and valedictorian

speeches and awards, recognition of the three honor groups, presentation of
diplomas to the graduating seniors by members of the Belding Board of

Education, and presentation of the class by the High School Principal.

Decorations for graduation activities will be the responsibility of the graduating

class. Representatives of the junior class will serve as ushers for graduation.

Graduation Practice Regulations

Seniors will be required to be present at Class Night and Graduation practices.

The following guidelines apply to Class Night and Graduation practices:

- Be on time and be present at all practices unless you have an advance
excuse from the senior class advisor. The principal is the only person who
can grant an excuse. In case of an emergency or an illness, you or your
parents must call the senior class advisor.

- The responsibility for after-graduation parties rests with parents.

- Seniors who have not completed graduation requirements will not be
permitted to participate in the graduation exercises. This includes all
make-ups.
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- Seniors who have any financial obligations (shop fees, class fees, etc.) will
not be issued their caps and gowns.

- A student may choose, by permission of his parents, not to participate in
the graduation ceremonies. If a graduating senior does not want to
participate in any one or all ceremonies, please submit one week prior to
graduation a written statement from the student’s parents expressing intent
not to participate.

- All graduating seniors must have books returned and tests completed prior
to receiving their diplomas at commencement ceremonies.

Field Trips and Excursions
The Board recognizes that the first-hand learning experiences provided by field
trips are a most effective and worthwhile means of learning. It is the desire of
the Board to support field trips as an integral part of the program of the schools.
Accordingly, the Board encourages the use of field trips when the program is:

e Directly related to the total school program;

e  Consistent with the curriculum;

e Educationally sound; and

e  Consistent with District policies and procedures.
All in-state field trips and other student activities sponsored by the District that
involve travel must receive prior authorization from building Administrators.
Each trip authorization shall be based on the written rationale of the travel’s
educational value as well as the safety and welfare of the students involved.
Rules and regulations regarding educational field trips shall be developed by
the Superintendent.
All field trips shall be adequately supervised by staff members and other adults.
Whenever entrance fees, food, lodging or other costs are involved, these costs
shall be assumed by the student unless otherwise stipulated by school
administration, provided that no student shall be excluded from any field trip
because of lack of funds.
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) permission must be obtained in writing when a field trip
is planned.

Overnight and Out-of-State Trips

Single night and overnight trips based on normal competitive qualification can
be approved by the Superintendent or his/her designee. Multi-night, out-of-state
and international travel is to be approved in advance by the Board. The Board
will base its decision of approving or denying out-of-state travel on the written
recommendation of the administration, available finances and responses of
parent(s)/guardian(s).

Any group of students and/or sponsor who takes part in an educational out-of-
state trip without Board approval must accept all responsibility. The Board will
not accept any responsibility and will not assume any liability for any problems
that may arise.

Homecoming

Homecoming brings to our campus many of our past graduates and students. It
is also a time of excitement and importance for it is during this period in the
school year that we choose our annual king and queen. The king and queen are
chosen from four boys and four girls nominated by and from the senior class
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list. The freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior classes vote on these
candidates for the final selections. The queen’s court is made up of one girl
selected from each of the freshman, sophomore, and junior classes as well as
the senior girl receiving the second highest number of votes in the all-school
election. All elections are by secret ballot and supervised by the class advisors.
At half-time of the homecoming game, the identities of the king and queen are
revealed for the first time. The king and queen reign over the evening’s
festivities. The annual “ballroom dance” is given in their honor in the high
school commons on the Saturday following the homecoming game. Students
who are bringing guests to the homecoming dance must sign their guests up
ahead of time. All guests are subject to approval by the administration.

Money-Making Projects

All club or class money-making projects must be initiated through the Student
Activities Director. Organizations wishing to sponsor a money-making project
must complete a permission form at least one week prior to the event. These
forms are available in his office.

National Honor Society

National Honor Society is an organization made up of students who have
demonstrated both academic excellence and positive leadership at the school
and in the community in which they live. Students are eligible to apply for
membership during their sophomore year. In order to be a member, the
following four criteria must be satisfied:

1. Maintain a minimum grade point average of 3.2.

2. Involved in two activities for which no credit is given (i.e. sports, school
plays, clubs, teacher/secretary aides, etc.) per year of attendance at Belding
High School. A variety of activities is preferable.

3. Involved in two other service activities either in school or in the community
(i.e. 4-H, church choir, lector, janitorial service, working with the elderly,
community sports, etc.) per year.

4. Must demonstrate above average leadership by holding at least two
verifiable leadership positions per year.

5. Must demonstrate above average character. Character references will be
sought for those students who have satisfied criteria one through four above.

6. The evaluation of the student information forms are done by a panel
comprised of five high school teachers. The decision of the panel is final in all
cases. The panel, not the advisor, evaluates all forms of potential members.

7. Signatures for all activities must be provided by the sponsor for each
activity. Any entries without signatures will be discarded.

Prom
The Junior-Senior prom is a formal dance given in the spring of the school year
by the juniors in honor of the graduating seniors.

Senior Information

Senior Photographs

Professional senior photographs are not required. However, all seniors must
submit two wallet-sized photographs to the high school yearbook staff no later
than November 1. (One for the yearbook and one for the Daily News)
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Announcements

A committee of senior officers will meet with a sales representative to select
three types of announcements. Selected announcements will be on display for
a period of time and the class will then vote. Majority vote will determine final
announcement selection.

Caps and Gowns

A committee of seniors will meet with a representative from the cap and gown
company to select the gown colors. Each senior must pay for his/her own cap
and gown.

Class Song, Colors, Flower, and Motto

A committee of seniors will gather suggestions for a ballot for each area. The
senior class advisor will prepare the ballot. The ballot should include at least
three choices. The ballot will be presented to the class at a meeting during first
semester of the senior year. The votes will be by secret ballot. The ballots are
to be counted by the class sponsor. Majority vote will determine the selection.

Student Council

The organization through which you participate is the Student Council. Many
of the changes and improvements in our activities, programs, and school
procedures have started in actions legislated or promoted by the Student
Council. This organization will continue to be an important asset to our school
as long as you take interest in its work and see to it that you elect members who
are willing to work and who have the interest of the school at heart. The
President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer and all elected
representatives shall take the following oath: “I promise to fulfill the duties
and obligations of my office to the best of my ability, to give my office a fair
amount of time, to unselfishly act according to the best interests of the entire
student body and faculty and to uphold & defend the constitution of the
Belding Area High School Student Council.”

Attendance

It is the belief of the Belding Area Schools that regular attendance contributes
to the High School’s instructional goal of developing traits of punctuality,
self-discipline, and responsibility. A major factor in academic and social
growth for students is consistent attendance. Students with good attendance
generally achieve higher levels of academic success, enjoy school more, and
are more employable after leaving high school.

BHS Attendance Policy

- Six absences or fewer in a 12-week trimester will allow a student to
receive credit if earning a passing grade.

- If a student earns 7 or more absences (up to 10) they must
demonstrate competency in the class at the C+ (76.5%) level or
higher, or serve one hour of credit recovery for every absence over 6.

- Eleven or more absences in a given class will result in that student
being denied credit. A credit recovery process is described below.

Note: Both excused, unexcused and student/parent initiated OSS

absences count toward the absence totals. Absences that will not be
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counted toward the absence total include school related absences,
conferences with counselors or administrators, prearranged college
visitations, and administratively assigned OSS and ISS suspensions.

Attendance Recovery

Once a student exceeds 10 absences during the trimester, he or she is expected
to attend one 1-hour academic tutoring session, after school, for every absence.
The assistant principal will be given written notification from the staff member
who supervised the credit recovery session.

Tutoring sessions will be held on a weekly basis. It is the students’
responsibility to attend the appropriate amount of time in tutoring sessions or
they will be denied credit.

Excused Absences - Procedures

In order for a student’s absence to be considered excused, a parent is expected
to contact the high school attendance office with an acceptable reason for
absence. Acceptable reasons for absence include (but are not limited to)
illness, medical appointments, or family emergencies.

1. Please use the attendance phone line number: 794-4979. This number is
equipped with voice mail and is available to receive messages 24 hours a day.
Any messages left must provide an acceptable reason for absence.

2. Personal contacts can be made at the high school main office from 7:00 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m.

3. If the parent does not have access to a telephone and cannot personally visit
the high school, other arrangements for notifying the school must be made, on
the parent’s initiative, with the attendance office.

4. If a student’s absence has NOT been excused upon returning to school, they
are expected to make sure it gets excused the following day by 2:00 pm or they
will need to serve an After School Detention for the absence. Students will be
given a courtesy reminder during the day to clear up the absence or they will be
serving the detention.

5. During the school day students will be allowed to call parents in an attempt
to have their absence excused. Note: students who have chronic attendance
problems may loose the privilege of calling home.

6. It is the students’ responsibility to inquire about the status about their
absence. This can be done during passing time and/or during lunch. Students
are NOT allowed to inquire about attendance issues during scheduled classes.
Note: Students will receive a minimum of one day ISS for attempting to
excuse absences in a dishonest fashion.

Incentive for Exemplary Attendance
Students may earn the privilege to become exempt from attending class on days
of exams. Students will still be required to take the exam for that class, but will
be allowed to do so on review day. In order to earn this reward, a student must
have met the following criteria:
- Students must have no more than two absences for the trimester
(Note: 3 excused tardies equals 1 excused absence, 3 unexcused
tardies equals 1 unexcused absence), and
- Students have zero unexcused absences, and
- Students are passing the class with a 60 percent or higher, and
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Students have not been assigned more than three days of ISS in
one trimester.

Additionally, third trimester seniors who meet the above criteria and are
earning a grade of B- or higher will not be required to take the final exam.

Make Up Work Policy

Students with excused or school-related absences have two days for every day
absent in which to turn in work that was missed for 100% credit. An exception
is a student who is absent only on the day of a test. A teacher may use his/her
discretion as to whether to grant the two days in which to make up the test.
Parents may request homework for students who are ill. Please do this before
9:00 a.m. so there is enough time to notify the student’s teachers.

Participation in Extra- and Co-Curricular Activities when Absent
A student must be in attendance in all classes/school sponsored activities on the
day of any co-curricular or extra-curricular activity. The exception to this rule
will be made if a student has a pre-excused absence (funeral, doctor
appointment, etc.). It is the student’s responsibility to verify this absence with a
school administrator.

Pre-arranged Absences

Students can pick up a pre-arranged absence form in the main office. This
form must be completed by all of the student’s teachers. Upon doing so, the
student must make an appointment with one of the administrators for a review
of the request. It is important to note that these absences count toward the
student’s trimester absence total. (Other than college visits)

School Related Absences

In-School Absences: Students must first report on time to class for attendance
and receive permission from their instructor to leave the class. All work is
due as if student attended class. In the case of multi-hour functions, students
need only report for attendance in the first class in which that activity begins.
Students may not miss class if there is a scheduled test or quiz.

Out-of-School Absences: (i.e. field trip, sporting event, etc.) Students are
encouraged to communicate these absences in advance to all of their
instructors. The same rules apply as if it were an excused absence. See “Make
Up Work Policy.”

Sign Out Procedure

If a student must leave school during regular school hours (except during the
student’s regularly assigned lunch period), the student must have prior parental
permission and must check out through the office prior to leaving. If a student
must leave school during school hours because of illness, he/she shall report to
the nurse and/or an adult employee in the attendance office. The
parent/guardian or the emergency contact person shall be contacted by the
school before the student is sent home. Failure to follow this expectation will
result in disciplinary action.

Skip Days
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Administrators do not recognize “skip days” due to liability. Any violations
will be deemed unexcused absences, and the appropriate consequences will be
administered.

Tardies

Being prompt and punctual is expected of all Belding High School students.
Students who are tardy create a disturbance to the educational environment.
Students are considered tardy when they are not in class when the bell starts to
ring. Any tardy later than twenty minutes will be considered an absence. An
unexcused tardy becomes excused only when students submit a written excuse
from a staff member. Note: parents cannot excuse tardies that occur during the
course of the school day.

Additionally, 3 excused tardies equals 1 excused absence, 3 unexcused tardies
equals 1 unexcused absence.

1% Block Tardies

Students who arrive to school late are expected to immediately report to the
main office for a pass to class. Students will not be permitted to class without a
pass from the office. In unique situations, the attendance office may accept
parental excuses for 1% block tardies. Parents will be allowed to excuse a
maximum of 3 first block tardies per trimester. Even with a parent contact, 4"
and subsequent tardies will be considered unexcused. Like absences, reasons
for tardiness must be acceptable and given in a timely fashion as described
above in the “Excused Absence Procedures” section. Note: if a student reports
to the office more than 20 minutes late, this is considered an absence and will
count toward their total for the trimester.

Consequences for Tardies

Students will be given a 24-hour written notification for an assigned detention.
Detentions will be served with the teacher who assigned the detention as
follows: 1st Offense - 15 minute detention; 2nd Offense - 30 minute detention;
3rd Offense - 30 minute detention; 4th Offense and Subsequent Tardies -
Referral to the Assistant Principal resulting in an ASD. (Tardies are recorded
for each class each trimester separately. A fourth tardy, whether excused or
not, will count towards their total in a class.)

Truancy Referrals
Students of compulsory school age who develop attendance problems will be
referred to the Juvenile Division of Probate Court for appropriate action.

Unexcused Absences
Absences will be considered unexcused for one of the following reasons:
- No reason/explanation was given by the parent/guardian.
- The reason/explanation for absence was not acceptable.
- Notification was not received in the timeframe described above under
“Excused Absences Procedures.”

Note: The consequence for an unexcused absence is an After School
Detention from 2:35 until 4:00.
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Code of Conduct

Academic Dishonesty

Cheating is unethical behavior and will not be tolerated. Cheating is defined
as, but not limited to, the following: copying another student’s work, looking at
another student’s paper/test, taking the teacher’s answer key, talking during
testing, using a “crib” sheet, and writing answers so they can be seen during
testing. Plagiarism is defined as presenting someone else’s work as one’s own.
Plagiarism is considered academic dishonesty and like cheating, offenders are
subject to the consequences listed below:

- “0” points for regular work, quizzes, and tests

- Discipline action by the principal or assistant principal

- “F” for the trimester involving exams

Note: The consequences outlined in this handbook regarding dishonesty also

apply.

Bags/Backpacks
For reasons of safety and security, bags and backpacks are not allowed in
classrooms, the media center, and computer labs.

Being a Good School Citizen

Every school has its own “air” or “atmosphere.” Frequent school visitors
quickly discern the atmosphere in each school--whether or not there are good
manners, respect for one’s self and for others, dignity, good self-control, high
morale, cooperation and friendship among students and between students and
staff. As a Belding student, it is your responsibility to grow in stature as a
good school citizen as much as it is to grow in scholastic progress. Prohibitive
rules and pages of “don’ts” are needed only for students who have little interest
in their progress and standing, who want their rights but reject their duties, and
who are too selfish to consider the rights of others. As a good citizen, you will:
* Report any damage which you cause to school property immediately to the
office. Failure to do so will result in a two-day suspension. ¢ Take care of all
school equipment issued to you. Treat books with respect. « Help in keeping
your school clean. * Pay for lost or damaged books (Full Value - New to 1 year
old; 3/4 Value -2nd through 5th year; 1/2 Value-Over 5th year; Abuse requiring
repair-$10.00; Abuse not requiring repair-$5.00)

Bicycles and Mopeds

All bicycles are to be parked in the bike rack. Bikes are to remain there for the
school day. You are responsible for your own bike. If a violation occurs, the
privilege of riding your bike to school will be taken away. You are strongly
encouraged to lock your bicycle/moped to the bike rack.

Clinic

The clinic is located on the main floor in the office complex. Any student not
feeling well upon arising in the morning is requested to remain at home until
the family doctor diagnoses his/her condition, or the student feels in normal
health again. The clinic is to be used by students who become ill after arriving
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at school, until parents can be notified to come for them, or for a short period of
rest to determine their condition. Students must report to a secretary in the
main office prior to reporting to the clinic.

Commons

The commons is provided for students to eat breakfast and lunch. Food and
drink should not be taken out of the commons. Students are expected to throw
away their trash and keep the area neat.

Computer Use

A computer usage and Internet policy that gives guidelines, procedures and
consequences for students computer use will be given to each student. In order
for the student to use the high school computers, the student and their
parent/guardian will have to sign the policy. Unless the computer policy
changes, this will cover the student’s computer use for all four years. No chat
rooms or e-mails are allowed in the labs.

NOTE: Students may not use teacher’s phones or computers. (Unless
authorized and supervised by staff)

Cooperation with School Personnel

Students shall follow instructions issued by Belding Area High School staff
members (all teachers, secretaries, custodians, cooks, etc.) Report to one of the
principals if you are in disagreement with any instruction given after you have
followed the instructions. Failure to cooperate will result in disciplinary action.

Dishonesty

Any student who is intentionally dishonest with a Belding High School staff
member will receive a minimum of an ASD up to additional ISS days. If a
student is dishonest during an investigation where suspension time is a
possibility, when it is discovered that the student attempted to falsify
information, consequences may be doubled.

Disruptive Conduct
Conduct that materially and substantially interferes with the educational
process is prohibited. This type of behavior will result in disciplinary action.

Dress Code
Belding High School’s comprehensive dress code is described on pages 32-33.

Drugs
A detailed section titled, “Drug Free Schools — Board Policy #8200” is
described on pages.

Entering and Leaving the Building

Students should use only the front doors near the flag pole for entering and
exiting the building. No student will be permitted in the stairway entrance and
hallway area outside the girls’ and boys’ locker rooms (hallways below the
main floor). With the exception of lunch, you must follow the “Sign Out”
procedure on page 18 in order to leave the building. Failure to do so will result
in disciplinary action.
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Electronic Communications Devices

Cellular telephones may only be used by students outside of regular school
hours or in designated areas during the instructional day. Any cellular
telephones causing a disturbance will be confiscated. All ringers/auditory
alarms must be turned off during school hours. In no case will any student
utilize a personal communication device in a manner that would allow for an
unfiltered connection to the Internet. Video/camera devices are not to be used
in an inappropriate manner or venue. Any violation will result in confiscation
and/or possible disciplinary action.

First offense — documentation and the device is returned to the student at the
end of the day. Second offense - documentation and a parent/guardian is
required to retrieve the device.  Third and subsequence offenses -
documentation, a parent/guardian is required to retrieve the device and school
consequences such as detention or suspension.

Fighting

Fighting will not be condoned nor tolerated on school grounds. Students’
discipline files shall not be purged of information concerning fights while
attending Belding Area High School. (Example: A student is involved in a
fight his/her freshman year that will be treated as his/her first offense and if the
same student is involved in a fight during his/her junior year it will be treated
as his/her second offense. First Offense Three (3) Day Suspension; Second
Offense Five (5) Day Suspension; Third Offense Seven (7) Day Suspension:
Fourth Offense Suspended up to ten (10) school days and may result in a
recommendation to the Board for expulsion.

Fire, Tornado, and Shelter in Place Drills

Safety drills are of vital importance. They will be successful only if every
student regards them as practice in saving his or her life. There will be periodic
drills scheduled. Some drills will require the building to be in a “lock down”
status. During this time, all traffic in the building will be prohibited including
entrances and exits.  Additionally, students can expect to see local law
enforcement officials in the building providing assistance during these drills.
Interference in safety drills can result in detention, suspension, and possible
criminal prosecution.

Food/Beverages

Teachers use professional judgment in determining whether or not to allow any
food items in their classrooms. Students are to have no glass containers in the
school.

General Harassment/Bullying
Continual bullying or general harassment will result in discipline action such as
ASD/ISS/OSS or expulsion.

Third Party Rule: if you are negatively involving yourself into a matter
which involves other students and not yourself, you will be subject to
disciplinary action by the principal or assistant principal (this includes
helping another student harass or participate in continuing the conflict).
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Gum

Students will be allowed to chew gum in the high school building with the
following guidelines: gum is to be disposed of properly (wrapped in paper and
placed in wastebasket); chewing gum in the classroom will be at the discretion
of each teacher; those teachers who do not wish to have students chewing gum
in their classrooms will notify all students attending their classes; teachers
should post a sign if they do not approve gum chewing in their classrooms.

Gym

Students are not to be in the gym during school hours, unless it is for the
purpose of taking a physical education class. Any student wishing to use any
physical education equipment during school hours must have a pass from and
be supervised by a P.E. teacher/coach.

Hall Traffic and Passes

The manner in which students move in the school corridors tells a great deal
about the school and students. We hope hall movement will be handled by
students in a manner that demonstrates dignity, courtesy, good manners, and
grown-up behavior. Be brisk, but do not run. Keep to the right and be
considerate of others. At intersections and turns, keep in single file. No
students may be in the hallways during classes unless they have a pass from a
teacher, administrator, guidance counselor, or secretary. The pass should
include time, destination, student’s name, and be signed by the person issuing
the pass. It is recommended that the passes be written in ink. Normally, passes
should be issued to students one at a time.

Interrogations and Searches

The administration will make every reasonable attempt to notify parents (or
legal guardian) prior to permitting the interrogation or detainment of a student
by law enforcement authorities or other persons who are not the parents (or
legal guardians) of the student. If such authorities find it necessary to
interrogate or detain students during the school day and it has been found
impossible to notify the parents (or legal guardian) the school principal (or
designee) will be present when possible.

All school property is held in public trust by the Board of Education. Use of
such property, specifically including but not limited to school lockers and
school desks, is provided for student convenience. The Board makes notice of
its intent to retain joint control over such property provided for student use.
Further, the Board expressly maintains its right of access to that property.
Acceptance of the use of such property by students is inferred by the Board to
be full consent to access of such property while under said joint control.

Upon reasonable suspicion, and in order to protect the health, safety or welfare
of the students under school jurisdiction, the Administrator or designee are
authorized to search students. All searches shall be carried out in the presence
of an adult witness.
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Late Work — Not Related to an Excused Absence

Any work not turned in on the day that it is due can be turned in one school day
later for 60% percent credit. More than one day late will result in no credit
being granted.

Leaving School Grounds

As discussed in the “Attendance” section, no student may leave the school
grounds during the school day. (With the exception of lunch) If a student
needs to leave the building, they are expected to follow the “Sign Out”
procedure. Failure to follow this procedure will result in disciplinary action.

Lockers

The school retains joint custody over the locker area. Lockers are subject to
periodic, unannounced inspections. Any pictures displayed in lockers must
meet the student dress code or they will have to be removed. It is the student’s
responsibility to see that his/her locker is kept clean. From time to time locker
inspections and clean outs will occur. Students are not to visit their lockers
during class periods unless they have a pass. The protection of personal
property in your locker is your responsibility. No student should give his/her
locker combination to other students. Students may not trade lockers without
permission of the assistant principal. Any student found in another student’s
locker without authorization of the assistant principal will result in disciplinary
action. If you have any locker problems, contact the assistant principal.

Lost and Found

The lost and found department is located in the main office. If a student loses
an article, he/she should check immediately with the office to either report his
loss or to retrieve the lost article. If any student finds an article which does not
belong to him, he should immediately turn it in to the office. All items will be
kept thirty days and then turned over to charity.

Lunch

Areas students may be in during lunch are outdoors, the lobby, and the
commons. Students should not be in classrooms or hallways during lunch
unless a teacher is present. Teachers should help keep students out of the
hallways in their classroom areas during lunch. Violation of the above lunch
regulations will result in disciplinary action.

Media Center
Rules and Regulations
Open 7:30 a.m. to 2:15 p.m.

- Students may check out three books at a time.

- Students are responsible for materials used in the Media Center
and materials check out. Any damages or loss is the student’s
responsibility to provide monetary compensation.

- Students with overdue items will not be able to check out
additional items until the overdue materials are returned.

- 10 cents per page will be charged on documents printed on the
printers and the copier.
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- Apass written in the student agenda is required to be in the
Media Center unless you are with a staff member.

- Students are to be on task while in the Media Center.

- Students may not check e-mail.

- Students are not to use chat rooms or instant messaging in the
Media Center.

- No food or beverages are to be in the Media Center.

- Coats and bags are not permitted in the Media Center.

Medicine at School
Students are not permitted to carry or dispense to themselves, or others, any
type of medication (including over-the-counter). This includes cough drops,
eye drops, Midol, or Tylenol-type drugs. A parent/guardian may administer the
medication to their child in the office or it can be dispensed by school
personnel under the following conditions:
The child’s parent/guardian will give the school written permission and request
to administer medication(s) to their child. This request shall be accompanied by
written instructions from a physician which include the name of the pupil, the
name of the medication, dosage of the medication, route and time of
administration.
The child or parent must bring the medicine to school in a container
appropriately labeled by the pharmacy or physician. All medication shall be
clearly identified on the outside of the vial or package and the medication will
be stored in a secured area.
School personnel shall administer the medication in the presence of another
adult & in compliance with the instructions of the physician. School personnel
will communicate with parents or the physician when a concern develops about
any problems or effects of administering medication to students during school
hours. In an emergency, a designated staff member will notify the
parent/guardian as quickly as possible.
No medication (including over-the-counter) shall be administered to students
without written permission and instructions from the child’s physician. School
personnel shall not administer any medication where the administration of the
medication requires specialized knowledge or training, such as injection of
medication, unless that person has the required knowledge or training. If the
seal is broken on any medication vial or package, the parent or guardian shall
affirmatively state that the vial/package contains the medication that is
identified on the outside of the vial/package. School personnel shall exercise
the utmost care in giving medication to students.
Motor Vehicles and Parking Regulations
The purpose of school traffic regulations is not to eliminate the need for driving
to school, but rather to ensure safety and eliminate reckless driving. The
opportunity to drive to Belding High School is a privilege not a right. In order
to continue to have that privilege students much adhere to the following
guidelines:

- All student vehicles must be registered in the main office by

September 12th.

- Registration tickets must be displayed in the rear view mirror.

- All students must park in the lower two lots.

- No loitering/sitting in vehicles.
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- No visiting a vehicle during class hours without a pass from the
office.

- Report all damages and/or injuries involving motor vehicles to
the principal or assistant principal immediately.

- Report any unauthorized vehicle to the principal or assistant
principal immediately.

- No driving to Heartlands without prior administrative approval.

- No speeding/reckless driving.

- Upon determining reasonable suspicion the administration
reserves the right to search student vehicles

Consequences:
1. Failure to registrar a vehicle
0  $5 parking ticket
2. Parking illegally in the lower student lot
0  $10 parking ticket
3. Parking illegally in the upper lot
0  $10 parking ticket
0  After school detention until 4:00
4. Driving or riding as a passenger to Heartlands without
administrative approval
o 1% offense: after school detention until 4:00
o 2" offense: minimum two days of 1SS and possible
loss of driving privileges
5. In cases of repeated motor vehicle violations or instances
speeding/reckless driving, one or all of the following steps will
be taken:
0 Loss of driving privileges
0 Additional school consequences
0 Towing at the owner’s expense
o Police referral
Note: We recognize that students may need to occasionally park close
to the school entrance. (Example: personal injury, large class project,
ect.) Students must communicate these requests prior to parking in
the upper lot. Failure to do so will result in the consequences above.

Obscenities

Educated people need not communicate in a vulgar manner, which can only
lead to misunderstandings and negative feelings. These obscenities fall into
three categories: 1. Non-Directed: First Offense — Conference with an
Administrator and written warning; Second Offense — One ASD; Third and
Subsequent Offenses — Minimum Two Day Suspension 2. Student-Directed:
Minimum Two Day Suspension 3. Staff-Directed: Minimum Three Day
Suspension
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Personal Property

It is strongly suggested that items such as MP3/CD players, PDA’s, and/or
laptops are left at home. Teachers are given full discretion whether or not to
allow these items in their classrooms. However, Belding Area Schools will
accept no responsibility for lost and/or damaged items of this nature.

NOTE: any personal property items that potentially interfere with the
educational process will be confiscated. These items will be returned to the
student or parent at a time designated by an Administrator.

Posters in Hallways

No posters, which advertise non-school activities, will be allowed in the school.
An administrator must approve any posters displayed in the building. Most
school events can be advertised adequately via the intercom or daily broadcast
a few days prior to the day of the event. Those displaying a poster are
responsible for removing the poster and tape from the wall.

Public Display of Affection

Students are not allowed to display signs of affection on school property.
Physical relationships (Including but not limited to hand holding, hugging, or
kissing) will result in @ minimum of one day of after school detention for a first
offense. Further offenses will result in a minimum of two days in school
suspension. Students involved will not serve detention or suspensions on the
same days. Determining the first student to serve the detention/suspension time
will be decided by using the students’ last name in an alphabetical fashion.

Respect to the Flag of the United States

When giving the pledge of allegiance, face and look at the flag. When singing
the National Anthem in school, rise and face the flag and stand at attention. If
outside, such as at football games, rise and face the flag, standing at attention.
When the flag passes you in review at football games or in a parade, rise and
stand at attention, remove your headdress (if male) and hold it at the left
shoulder and face the flag until it has passed. Remain until the flag has passed.

Refusal to Identify Self

All persons must, upon request, identify themselves to proper school authorities
in the school building, on school grounds, or at a school-sponsored event.
Students who fail to identify themselves will be suspended for a minimum of
two days.

Right to Petition

Students may submit petitions to the administration at any time. Petitions
should be free of obscenities, libelous statements and personal attack. The
collecting of signatures on petitions may not interfere with the educational
process. The right to petition is guaranteed by the Constitution and must
always be permitted. Students are assured that there will be no recrimination or
retribution of any kind for signing a petition.
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School Sponsored Activities /Off-Campus Events

Students at school-sponsored, off-campus events shall be governed by school
district rules and regulations and are subject to the authority of school officials.
Failure to obey the rules and regulations and/or failure to obey the lawful
instructions of school district officials shall result in suspension and probable
loss of eligibility to attend school-sponsored, off-campus events.

Smoking/Use of Tobacco

The possession of any tobacco products by students is not permitted in school
buildings, on school property, or at school-sponsored activities. The result of
possession of any tobacco products by a student is a two-day suspension. A
first offense for use of tobacco will result in a three-day suspension. A second
offense will result in a five-day suspension. A third offense will result in a
seven-day suspension. A fourth offense will be treated as persistent
disobedience and may result in a recommendation to the Board of Education
for expulsion. Tobacco products will be confiscated and may be picked up by
parents.

Sportsmanship

Words about fair play, good manners, courtesy, decency and honesty are just
words, unless what they mean is practiced. No Belding student can be a good
citizen contributing in a worthwhile manner to his school unless he practices
good sportsmanship at all times. This standard applies to both spectator and
player. The administration has the right to put students on social probation if
they cannot act properly at games, dances, or other co-curricular activities. No
student has a right to represent his/her school on a team or to attend games if
he/she does not live up to Belding’s standards of sportsmanship. This is what is
meant by the word “sportsmanship”: “Conduct which is fair, generous, has no
recourse to illegitimate means; involves honest rivalry, courteous relations,
accepts results gracefully.”

The Board of Education has adopted a Sportsmanship Code for the Belding
Area Schools. That code establishes rules of good sportsmanship, and penalties
for those who do not follow those rules. Become familiar with the
sportsmanship code and work hard to uphold it.

Substitute Teachers

Substitute teachers help us keep our scholastic program in motion. They are to
be treated with respect at all times. Pleases appreciate their efforts by being
thoughtful, courteous and cooperative.

Tardies
Belding High School’s comprehensive tardy policy is described on page 18.

Theft

Everyone has the right to expect their property to be safe in school. Do not
leave money or valuables where they could be temptations to others.
Discipline for theft will be suspension from school up to ten days, and
restitution. For theft involving a staff member’s property, or school property
there is the possibility of removal from the class with a failing grade, and/or
notification of police.
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Vandalism of School Property

Any vandalism of school property will equal a minimum of 2 days ISS,
payment or replacement of damaged property, and possible Police notification.
Severe destruction of school property may result in referral to the Board of
Education for expulsion and Police notification.

Weapons/Firearms and Expulsion

Students in possession of a dangerous weapon/firearm or who commit arson or
rape on district grounds, in buildings, or at district or school-sponsored events
shall be expelled from school and referred to the criminal justice or juvenile
delinquency system and the appropriate county department of social services or
community mental health agency. The parent, legal guardian and/or student
shall also be notified of the referral if the student has not reached the age of
majority. The board authorizes the superintendent or building principal(s)
and/or other district official to expel students from the time violation of this
policy is discovered until the next regularly scheduled school board meeting or
other meeting of the Board of Education. Automatic appeal of the
superintendent’s or building principal(s)’ and/or other district official’s
decision to invoke an expulsion relative to this policy shall be scheduled for the
expelled student at the next regularly scheduled school board meeting or other
meeting of the Board of Education. A detailed “Weapons Free School Zone”
policy is described on pages 44-46.

Working Permits

Regulations Governing the Employment of Minors in Michigan:

Minors under 18 may not be employed without work permits issued in the
locality in which the minor resides. Work permits may not be issued until there
is an offer of employment and the occupation at which the minor is to be
employed has been approved by the State Department of Labor and Industry.
The issuance of a work permit to an individual minor shall be within the
discretion of the local issuing officer. He or she may revoke any work permit if
it is apparent that employment is resulting in inability on the part of the minor
to properly perform his schoolwork.

A work permit is not needed to deliver papers, for housework, for farm work,
when a student is employed by his/her parents, or when he/she is employed in a
non-profit camp. Minors under 14 are not eligible for permits. A work permit
is issued to a specific individual for a specific job. It is not transferable. Each
time a student changes jobs he must secure a new permit. Applications are
available in the principal’s office.

Discipline/Conseguences

Detention

Detentions are assigned to students by teachers or administrators for violations
of school policies, such as tardiness, misbehavior in class which the teacher
feels can be most effectively handled by the teacher; and not of such a serious
nature as to require a referral to the Assistant Principal. The teacher will give
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the student written twenty-four hour notification. The student is to be in the
assigned room with the teacher. If a student does not attend detention at the
arranged time, he or she will be referred to the Assistant Principal and assigned
an ASD.

Lunch Duty

Students are expected to take care of their trash and/or lunch treys after eating
lunch in the commons. Failure to follow this expectation will result in a Lunch
Duty. In addition, students may be assigned Lunch Duty for minor behavior
infractions.

Procedure: at the end of the lunch period, the student will clean up the
lunchroom and push in chairs. After doing so, the student must report to the
lunchroom supervisor or an administrator to be dismissed to class. Failure to
serve lunch duty will result in the following: 1% Offense — one week of lunch
duty; 2" Offense — One ASD; 3™ and Subsequent Offenses — Minimum Two
Day Suspension

Social Probation

Students’ actions may cause them to be forbidden to attend or participate in all
or some extracurricular activities. Violation of social probation will result in
suspension.

After School Detention (ASD)

ASD will meet from 2:35 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. on the assigned date. If a student
is assigned After School Detention, he or she is eligible to participate in any
extracurricular activities AFTER the ASD is served.  On the assigned ASD
date, the student is responsible to bring book(s), paper, and assignments to
work on quietly. In addition, students are to follow the rules/guidelines set by
the school and instructor. Students assigned ASD will be offered incentive
activities to promote academic growth. Performance on these incentives and/or
productivity on assigned coursework may be rewarded with early release time.
The maximum about of incentive time a student can earn for an early release is
25 minutes.

Student Responsibilities

Students are expected to attend ASD on the assigned date. If a student has a
conflict with a Doctor’s appointment or has an acceptable emergency situation,
it must be communicated to the Assistant Principal prior to the assigned ASD.
Paper work to verify the conflict may be required at the administrator’s
discretion. Failure to notify the Assistant Principal or Principal in advance will
result in the consequences listed above under “Failure to Attend and Assigned
ASD.”

ASD Reminders

When possible, an attempt shall be made to issue a reminder to students on
days they are scheduled to serve an after school detention. However, reminders
are a courtesy to the student, who is required to serve the ASD. With or
without the reminder, consequences will apply if the ASD is not served.
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Failure to Attend an Assigned ASD

Students who fail to attend an assigned ASD or fail to behave appropriately in
ASD will serve one full day of ISS and an ASD the next day they attend
school.

In-School Suspension (ISS)

A student receiving disciplinary action may be assigned in-school suspension
rather than an out-of-school suspension. While in ISS, students can complete
assignments from their courses for full credit.

Student Responsibilities

If the student is assigned in-school suspension, the following will be required:
1) The student will report to the in-school suspension classroom with all books,
paper, and supplies for the day. 2) The student must obey all rules set for
in-school suspension. 3) Students in ISS are expected to be in compliance with
the dress code. 4) Students will be excluded from all extracurricular activities
on the day(s) of their in-school or out-of-school suspensions. 5) If a student is
suspended over a weekend, the student is not allowed to participate in any
weekend school activities. If a student is assigned ISS over an extended
vacation, winter or spring break, he/she will miss a number of days of extra-
curricular activities equal to the number of suspension that they owe upon
returning to school.

Failure to Follow Rules/Procedures in 1SS

Students who fail to follow the in-school suspension classroom rules and
procedures will be assigned additional ISS time. If behavior does not improve,
students will be sent home and the remainder of the suspension time will be
served out of school. At this point, the student will not be allowed to do work
for credit.

Out-Of-School Suspension (OSS)

If a student is assigned OSS, they are not to be on Belding Area School’s
property for the duration of their suspension. Failure to follow this expectation
will result in a contact to Belding Police Department. If a student and a parent
choose OSS rather than ISS, all days suspended will be classified as unexcused
and work cannot be made up for credit.

Administratively assigned OSS is an out-of-school suspension initiated by the
administration.  In these cases, students will be allowed to complete
assignments for credit.

NOTE: Students cannot split suspension days between 1SS and OSS.

Discipline Review Committee (DRC)

If a student persistently breaks school rules, he or she may have the discipline
record reviewed by the Discipline Review Committee (DRC). The DRC wiill
then inform the student of how he or she must behave to remain a student at
Belding High School. The DRC members include a guidance counselor,
Assistant Principal, Principal, and Superintendent. Members may also include
teachers and possibly members of the Board of Education.
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Dress Code

Statement of Belief and Rationale

School is a place for education, and students shall be expected to attend school
clean in person, appropriately groomed, and properly attired in keeping with
their level of maturity. Good grooming and neatness on the part of each
student reflect expressions of pride in themselves, family, and his/her school.
Although the primary responsibility for students’ dress and grooming rests with
the parents, the school has the responsibility of establishing and maintaining an
atmosphere, which enhances the opportunity of individuals to learn.
Consequently, the school shall regulate the dress and grooming of students to
the extent that such regulations are related to the educational process and have
an effect on the safety, morals or welfare of the student and his classmates.
General Considerations

Recognizing that students and parents have a need and right to know what is
considered appropriate by the school, following are the guidelines that shall be
used by the building administrator in matters of dress and grooming.

Neatness Counts

Students behave and study better when they are neat, clean and appropriately
dressed for school. Extreme and inappropriate grooming or dress does not
contribute to proper educational atmosphere.

Express Individuality Within Reason

Students shall be allowed to dress and groom themselves in a manner which is
reflective of their individual values and attitudes, except in cases where the
manner of dress and grooming is too casual or sensational to be in keeping
with the seriousness of purpose of the student and the school. Some of
these exceptions include piercing of body parts other than ears or studs in nose
(including tongue rings), tattoos containing obscenities, inappropriate images,
and those promoting drugs, alcohol, and/or tobacco, extravagant makeup,
unnatural hair coloring (yellow, green, blue, etc.), baggy pants worn below the
waistline, etc. Students with piercings other than their ears will be expected to
remove them during school hours or use a clear retainer.

Professionalism

Students at Belding Area High School are expected to dress and act like ladies
and gentlemen at all times, whether in the classroom, in the school, or when
attending school-sponsored or related activities.

Safety

Dress or grooming that is detrimental to personal health or safety or which will
damage school property will not be permitted. Students are expected to give
proper attention to personal cleanliness and neatness of dress. Footwear must
be worn.

Restrictions - Inappropriate Attire for School

Gym shorts, wind pants, tank tops (must have a minimum of a three-inch
shoulder strap), tube tops, stretch running or biking clothes, swim wear,
see-through or revealing garments (such as low necklines), hats, bandanas,
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halter tops and clothing which allows a bare midriff (pants and tops must touch
while in the standing position), sweat pants, tearaways, pajama pants, wind
breakers, and outdoor garments are not to be worn in school. Clothing that has
been excessively mutilated or torn is prohibited. Rips, tears, or holes above the
knees on jeans or pants must not reveal bare skin or undergarments (leggings
worn underneath jeans or pants will be permitted). Wallet chains or heavy
chains worn as jewelry are prohibited. Skirts shall not exceed 6"above the
knee.

Hats

Hats and hoods must be removed when students enter the building. A student
who wears a hat in the building can expect to have it taken and it will be
returned if a parent or guardian will come in and retrieve it.

Inappropriate Words or Designs on Clothing

Clothing that advertises or promotes alcohol, tobacco, drugs, or any activity
that is contrary to the basic school policy is prohibited. Wording on clothing
that is inappropriate and suggestive of obscenities or not in keeping with B.H.S.
standards of conduct is also prohibited.

Shorts
Shorts must be dress shorts with front pockets, hemmed legs, and no more than
6” above knee, or must have a minimum of a six-inch inseam.

Disciplinary Action for Dress Code Violations

Students suspected of violating the Dress Code will be sent to the Assistant
Principal’s Office. If a student is found to be in violation, he/she will not be
allowed in class while inappropriately dressed. Violations will result in the
following consequences: 1% Offense—written warning; 2™ Offense—(same
infraction) ASD; 3 Offense and all subsequent offenses will result in
suspension.

Policies

Code of Rights and Responsibilities
As approved by the Board of Education on February 15, 1972

Preamble

A primary responsibility of the schools of Michigan and their professional staffs is the
development of an understanding and appreciation of our representative form of
government, the rights and responsibilities of the individual, and the legal processes
whereby necessary changes are brought about. The school is a community and the rules
and regulations of a school are the laws of that community. All those enjoying the rights
of citizenship in the school community must also accept the responsibilities of
citizenship. A basic responsibility of those who enjoy the rights of citizenship is to
respect the laws of the community. Recent court decisions have indicated clearly that
young people in the United States have the right to receive a free public education, and
the deprivation of that right may occur only for just cause and in accordance with due
process of law. The Board of Education places authority in the High School Principal and
Elementary Supervisor to suspend from school any pupil guilty of gross misdemeanor or
persistent disobedience or one having habits of bodily conditions detrimental to the
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school, whenever in their judgment the interests of the school may demand it. The
teacher has the authority to temporarily separate students from a class for cause. The
following rules, regulations, and due process procedures statement are designed to protect
all members of the educational community in the exercise of their rights and duties.
Nothing in this statement of student’s rights shall be held to limit neither the due process
rights of educators or non-certified school employees nor their use of the recognized or
established district grievance procedure.

Rights, Responsibilities, and Limitations

Criminal Acts Defined

The following activities are among those defined as criminal under the laws of the State
of Michigan and the City of Belding, including but not limited to the following: Arson;
assault; burglary; explosives (illegally used); extortion; firearms (illegally used); larceny;
malicious mischief; robbery; sale, use, or possession of alcoholic beverages or illegal
drugs; trespassing; unlawful interference with school authorities; unlawful intimidation of
school authorities. Student participation in such activities in school buildings, on school
property or school-sponsored events is prohibited. Students already having consumed
alcohol or drugs shall be denied attendance or participation in any school activity. The
school regardless of whether or not criminal charges result will take disciplinary action.
For details, see specific items listed in index of this book.

Due Process

Students’ due process rights begin with an investigative hearing. During this initial
hearing, accused students shall be advised of alleged violations of the student handbook
and they shall hear evidence being considered by the administration. Accused students
may present rebuttal comment, testimony of witnesses and other appropriate evidence.
On the basis of information shared during the above process, the high school
administration will determine an appropriate response to allegations of mishehavior.
Such response will be announced to the student. If a penalty is assessed, the results of the
investigation as well as the schools’ response will be shared with a parent/guardian
before the penalty is imposed.

Parental Appeal

If a parent/guardian wishes to appeal the high school administrator’s decision, such
appeal shall be addressed to the high school principal. The high school principal may
review the incident in its entirety or he may simply review the parents’ concerns. The
high school principal may make an independent response to the entire incident and
superimpose his judgment over that of other high school administrators or he may simply
confirm the initial judgment. The high school principal’s decision may be appealed to the
superintendent of schools. The superintendent will review issues of misinterpretation of
rules and gross injustice. The superintendent shall overrule the high school principal in
issues of judgment only if there is convincing evidence that the principal’s judgment was
grossly prejudiced by factors other than those considered during the initial discipline.
Only gross misbehaviors that portend lengthy suspension or expulsion from Belding High
School shall be reviewed by the Board of Education. If an appeal is requested by a
parent/guardian, punishments may be stayed during the period of the appeal. Such appeal
process may be commenced immediately, however, when the efficacy of district response
relative to impending events — athletic contests, prom, or commencement — is an issue.

Parental Notice

If the alleged violation of school rules involves a misbehavior that will be sanctioned by a
penalty for which the high school administration has full authority (written disciplines,
in-school suspensions, suspensions of ten days or less), parents may not be notified until
after an initial determination has been made and announced to the student. If the
misbehavior is of a magnitude that referral to law enforcement authorities or school board
level sanction is appropriate, parents will be advised of the investigation at a point when
it becomes apparent that such gross misbehavior has, apparently, occurred.

Definitions

Suspension means the temporary removal of a student from his regular class routine
and/or school activity because of a gross misdemeanor or persistent disobedience.
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Class Suspension: A student is suspended from a class or classes but not from the

building.

Extracurricular Suspension: A student is suspended from attendance and/or

participation in a school district sponsored activity.

Indefinite Suspension: A student is suspended from the building pending a conference

with the parents/guardians.

School Suspension: A student is suspended for a period of time up to ten school days.

Athletic Suspension: A student is suspended from athletic practice and/or competition

in accordance with the Athletic Code.

Expulsion means the permanent removal of a student from school because of gross

misdemeanor or persistent disobedience.

Please Note: Discipline is administered sequentially unless the nature of the violation(s)

warrants more severe action.

Suspension Procedures

1. If a student is asked by a teacher to leave a classroom, he or she must report
immediately to the Assistant Principal’s Office and may not leave until meeting
with the Assistant Principal.

2. The student shall be informed of the specific charges, which could be the basis for
disciplinary action against him.

3. The student will have the right to present any relevant information that will support

a defense.

4. If the school administrator suspends the student, the administrator will:

a. Notify the parents in writing (Behavior Referral) and/or by phone, if possible,
stating the reason for suspension, the length of the suspension, and conditions for
return. The parent/guardian may be asked to sign the referral form and return it
to the Assistant Principal before the student will be readmitted to any class.

b. If the situation warrants, meet with the parents/guardians and the student to plan
the satisfactory return of the student to the school setting.

5. Recommended disciplinary action, which involves removals from the student’s
normal class schedule for more than ten school days, shall, as a matter of routine,

be referred to the Board of Education.

The following summarizes the appeals process:
1. The parent/guardian, or the student, may appeal the Assistant Principal’s
disciplinary decision to the Principal.
2. If the Principal’s decision is not accepted, the parent/guardian may appeal
the Principal’s decision to the Superintendent or his/her designee.
3. The Superintendent’s disposition is the final step in the process.
If the Board of Education decides to review the case:
a. Parent/Guardian shall be present at the hearing.
b. The student, parent/guardian may be represented by legal counsel
at the parents’/guardians’ expense.
¢. The student shall be given an opportunity to give his/her version
of the facts and their implications; the student may offer the
testimony of witnesses. The Board of Education will announce its
findings in a reasonable time.

Confidentiality of Educational Records

Student Records

The educational interests of the student require the collection, retention, and
use of information about individual students and groups of students. At the same time,
the student’s right of privacy mandates careful custodianship and limitations on access to
student records.

The Board of Education is responsible for maintaining records of all students
attending schools in this District. District employees may compile only records mandated
by the State or Federal government or specifically permitted by this Board.
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The Board hereby authorizes collection of the following student records, in
addition to the membership record required by law: ¢ observations and ratings of
individual students by professional staff members acting within their sphere of
competency; * samples of student work; ¢ information obtained from professionally
acceptable standard instruments of measurement; * authenticated information provided by
a parent or adult student concerning achievements and other school activities which the
parent or student wants to make a part of the record; * verified reports of serious or
recurrent behavior patterns; ¢ rank in class and academic honors earned; ¢ psychological
tests; ¢ attendance records; ¢ health records; ¢ family backgrounds and arrangements.

In all cases, permitted, narrative information in student records shall be
objectively based on the personal observation or knowledge of the originator. Student
records shall be available only to students and their parents, adult students, and
designated school officials and personnel, not including Board members, who have a
legitimate educational interest in the information. In situations in which a student has
both a custodial and non-custodial parent, both shall have access to the student’s
educational records unless stipulated otherwise by court order.

“Legitimate educational interest” is defined as a “direct or delegated

responsibility for helping the student achieve one or more of the educational goals of the
District” including, but not limited to, those officials with legitimate educational interests
as defined in District administrative guidelines. The Board authorizes the administration
to forward education records on request to a school in which a student of this District
seeks or intends to enroll; provide “personally-identifiable” information to appropriate
parties in connection with an emergency if such knowledge is necessary to protect the
health and safety of the student or others; request each person or party requesting access
to a student’s records to abide by the Federal regulations concerning the disclosure of
information to a third party.
The District will comply with a legitimate request for access to a student’s records within
a reasonable period of time but not more than forty-five days after receiving the request.
Upon the request of the viewer, a record shall be reproduced, unless said record is
copyrighted, and the viewer may be charged a fee equivalent to the cost of handling and
reproduction. The District shall maintain a record of those persons to whom information
about a student has been disclosed. Such disclosure records will indicate the student,
person viewing the record, information disclosed, and the date of disclosure. Only
“directory information” regarding a student shall be released to any person or party, other
than the student or his/her parent, without the written consent of the parent; or, if the
student is eighteen years of age or older, the written consent of the student, except those
persons or parties stipulated by the District’s policy and administrative guidelines and/or
those in the law.

Drug Free Schools
Board Policy #8200 Approved June 21, 2004

The use, distribution, dispensations and/or manufacturing of controlled
substances, as defined by state and federal law, by students on District grounds, in
District buildings and/or in connection with any District activity, is prohibited.

Any student who violates the above policy may be subject to disciplinary
action, up to and including expulsion. In addition, the student may be required to
participate and satisfactorily complete in a drug assistance or rehabilitation program
approved by the Board.

The Superintendent shall develop a drug-free awareness program for students.
Students who request assistance for drug counseling and/or rehabilitation shall direct
their request to the counselor. Annually, the Board shall allocate funds to support the
drug-free awareness program.

The Superintendent shall include in the District’s student orientation program
a drug-free awareness program, which shall include the following information:

1. The dangers of drug abuse;
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2. District’s policy of maintaining a drug-free school;
3. Available drug counseling, rehabilitation and employee assistance programs; and
4. The penalties the Board may inflict upon students for drug abuse violations.

In developing the orientation program, the Superintendent may utilize the
services and assistance of the local or county health departments, local or regional
medical health center or other substance abuse agencies in the immediate area.

Drug and Alcohol Use by Students — Board Policy #8220

The Board and the staff of Belding Area Schools support a safe and healthy learning
environment for students, which is free of the detrimental effects of drugs and alcohol.
Accomplishing this goal requires a cooperative effort among school staff, students,
parents, law enforcement and organizations concerned with the use of drugs and alcohol
by school-aged youth.

In order to promote the safety, health, well being of students, the Board endorses a three-
pronged approach to address the issue of drug and alcohol use: prevention/education;
intervention and discipline. The Superintendent is responsible for developing appropriate
administrative procedures, curricula and programs to implement this policy.

Prohibited Conduct

No student shall distribute, dispense, possess, use or be under the influence of any
alcoholic beverage, malt beverage, fortified wine or other intoxicating liquor. Nor shall a
student manufacture, distribute, dispense, possess, use or be under the influence of any
narcotic drug, hallucinogenic drug, amphetamine, barbiturate, marijuana, anabolic
steroid, any other controlled substance defined in federal and state laws/regulations, any
look-alike substance, or any substance that is represented to be a controlled substance.
These prohibitions apply to any student who is on school property, who is in attendance
at school or at any school-sponsored activity, or whose conduct at any time or place
directly interferes with the operations, discipline or general welfare of the school.
Disciplinary Action

Principals may suspend and/or recommend expulsion of students who violate this policy,
based upon facts of each case and in accordance with established disciplinary procedures.
Students may also be referred to law enforcement authorities for investigation and/or
prosecution.

The District shall provide students with appropriate information and activities focused on
educating students about drugs and alcohol and preventing their use. Programs shall
teach students that the use of drugs and alcohol is wrong and harmful; how to resist peer
pressure; and address the legal, social and health consequences of drug and alcohol
abuse.

Intervention

The District shall establish an assistance program to intervene with students with
drug/alcohol problems