












7

Imagination Library of Ionia County
Making a Difference    

Children who have been read to prior to coming to school do better once they get to • 
kindergarten.
Children who have books in their homes are more • 
likely to be read to and develop an interest in reading.
Sixty-one percent of low income families have no • 
books in their home.

Children residing within the Ionia County Intermediate School District, which 
includes Belding Area Schools, are eligible to enroll in this book distribution 
program. Through the program a child receives a monthly book until they turn fi ve 
years of age. This is considered a gift from the community and the funding is based 
upon community donations. The cost for a child to receive 12 high-quality books 
for one year is $27.00. You do not have to make a donation to enroll; however, all 
gifts are tax-deductible. Enrollment forms are available at the elementary schools, 
the Belding Library, and can also be accessed on the web at www.ioniaisd.org by 
clicking on the Imagination Library link.

Welcome Home Baby
Making a Difference

Parents are their child’s fi rst and most infl uential teacher.• 
Parental involvement is the most important factor in a student’s success in school. • 
Children who are emotionally well adjusted have a signifi cantly greater chance of early • 
school success as opposed to children who experience serious emotional diffi culty, 
trauma, and/or abuse or neglect.

Welcome Home Baby Packets are designed to provide new parents with a variety of tools, 
information, and community links to assist them in parenting their new baby.  Packets are free and 
can be picked up at the Belding Administration Offi ce and your local library.

Great Parents, Great Start Program (GP, GS)
Making a Difference

Parents want to get to know other parents and learn about ways they can get • 
their children ready for school.

The GP, GS program offers a weekly parent-child playgroup at the Belding Early 
Childhood Center. Children six months through four years of age are invited to participate. 
The program assists parents with promoting school readiness in the areas of language, 
literacy, mathematics, and social-emotional development.  A nominal fee is requested 
and registration for the program is required. Call 1-888-792-4491 for more information. 

Ionia County Great Start 
Collaborative Parent Coalition
The Ionia County Great Start Collaborative Parent Coalition (ICGSC) is a volunteer network of 
parent groups,  parent organizations, and parent members that are willing to help plan and support 
the ICGSC efforts. The members of the Parent Coalition will serve as key contacts to a broad range 
of parent groups to facilitate the exchange of information between the parents, parent groups, and 
the ICGSC.  Parent volunteers help to coordinate community activities in Ionia County.  For further 
information contact the ICGSC Director, Cari O’Connor at coconnor@ioniaisd.org.
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What are the requirements for enrolling in Kinderstart and 
Kindergarten?
Your child must be at least fi ve years old on or before December 1.

Documents needed by the school:

Birth Certifi cat• e - A State issued birth certifi cate. Certifi cates can be 
obtained from the county clerk’s offi ce in the county of your child’s 
birth.

Immunization Record•  - According to state law, these records must 
be presented by the fi rst day of school for your child to attend.

Proof of Residency • - Can be in the form of rent receipt, mortgage 
payment, utility bill, or property tax receipt or bill.

Health Appraisal Form•  - Completed and signed by your physician. 

In addition, state law mandates vision and hearing must be evaluated. Testing of both are 
offered during the Kinderstart/Kindergarten Screening.

Choosing between Kinderstart and Kindergarten
Years of experience have shown when a child’s development and readiness is ignored and 
they are placed in a grade based only on their age or friendships, school becomes a defeating 
experience. Poor placement often leads to low self-esteem and feelings of frustration. Although 
the child may be bright, they may experience diffi culty and frustration at a later grade level. 
It is more advantageous for a child to have the extra time at the beginning of their school 
experience. When a child is ready to learn, you can hardly stop them. Is your child ready? The 
Kinderstart/Kindergarten Screening will help answer this question by evaluating your child’s 
social, emotional, and physical readiness.   

 For more information contact: 

 Leslie Mount, Ed.S.,  Superintendent

 1975 Orchard Street

 Belding, MI  48809

 616-794-4700

mountl@bas-k12.org

Education is a journey to 
be enjoyed, not merely a 

destination.

Enrollment Information and Options

Education is a journey to 


