Programs and Services

Diagnostic Services

Diagnostic services are provided to children who are suspected of having an educationally related handicap or are cur-
rently identified as being eligible for special education services. Staff with expertise in specific areas of special education
is available to evaluate and assess children. Diagnostic staff works closely with parents and school personnel as part of
the Individualized Education Planning (IEP) Team to determine eligibility for special education services.

Early Childhood Center

The ECSE (Early Childhood Special Education) program is designed for young children with disabilities or developmental
delays. The center offers specialized programming for the children, ages two and one-half through age six, for up to five
half days per week, or as determined by the student’s IEP. Through individual and small group instruction, the preschool
program allows each child to grow and learn in a language based, hands on, developmentally appropriate setting.

Resource Room and Categorical Classroom

These classroom programs provide a structured environment in which students receive additional support in academic
and/or social areas. Services may be provided in a separate classroom, the general education setting and/or a small of-
fice. Emphasis is on specific goals and objectives to develop social, emotional, and/or academic growth. Each child partici-
pates in the general education curriculum to the extent possible as determined by the Individualized Educational Planning
(IEP) Team.

Speech and Language
Speech and Language services provide needed communication skills, which are foundational to reading and writing, and

the general learning process. These services can be in the form of evaluations, therapy and consultation with parents and
teachers. Speech and Language therapists may be a member of the Individualized Educational Planning (IEP) Team to as-
sist in the evaluation, identification and placement decisions of special needs children.

Consultation Services

Consultant services are provided in specific disability areas of need. This service may include direct instruction, consulta-
tion with parents and staff, and/or coordination of services between home, school, and outside agencies. In addition, the
teacher consultant may be a member of the Individualized Educational Planning (IEP) Team to assist in the evaluation,
identification and placement decisions of special needs children.

Social Work

School social work service is provided to students with emotional and/or behavioral challenges that are interfering with
their ability to be successful in school. Support may be provided to the student through individual and/or group counsel-
ing, or consultation with staff, parents, and outside agencies. School social workers may also be a part of the Individual-
ized Educational Planning (IEP) Team to assist in an evaluation, identification, and placement decisions of special needs
children.
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Programs and Services Continued

Occupational Therapy

Occupational therapy enhances the participation of the student in the school setting. These services focus on fine
motor skills (play, coloring, cutting, handwriting), visual/perceptual skills (reading, puzzles, coloring), self-care skills
(eating, dressing, hygiene, toileting), and sensory processing skills (coordination, muscle tone, balance). Strategies
are incorporated into the child’s curriculum to facilitate learning. The Occupational therapist works with students,
parents, and staff to help the student develop and/or adapt daily living skills. Occupational therapists may also be a
part of the Individualized Educational Planning (IEP) Team to assist in evaluation, identification and placement deci-
sions of special needs children.

Physical Therapy
Physical therapy is provided to students who have physical challenges. Services may include specific exercises, gross

motor and developmental activities, gait training, and/or modifications to the student’s educational program. The
student may also require specialized equipment (e.g. wheelchair, walker). Services may include consultation with
staff, parents, and the medical community to provide continuity of services. Physical therapists may also be a part of
the Individualized Educational Planning (IEP) Team to assist in evaluation, identification and placement decisions of
special needs children.

Transition Services

Transition services are provided to all students beginning at age thirteen and continuing until graduation, the com-
pletion of postsecondary goals, and/or aging out. These services provide activities to meet individual goals and pre-
pare students for adult life. The services may include planning for classes, vocational education, post high school op-
tions, employment training, independent living, and community involvement. The focus is on developing goals which
assist students in transitioning from school to the adult world. Transition services decisions are made by the Individu-
alized Educational Planning (IEP) Team based on the students Transition Goals.

Prevocational/Vocational Education

Prevocational education prepares students with life skills to set and achieve personal and career goals. The goals
may be accomplished using structured activities to combine academics, communication, decision-making, career
awareness and exploration. Employability skills are practiced in both school and community settings. In addition,
high school students have a variety of options for vocational education opportunities. These options are explored and
pursued with students, parents, and staff during the transition process. The Educational Employment Training Spe-
cialist (ETS) is often included in this process at the Individualized Educational Planning (IEP) Team meeting.
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