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Referrals are to be initiated at the
local district level. Please adhere to
the following steps:

1.

Complete the Initial Transition
Central Referral Form and ESTR
and give to your local Employment
Training Specialist (ETS).

The ETS will forward the applica-
tion to Matt Mahar.

Upon receipt of the transition rat-
ing scale (ESTR), the student will
be scheduled for a visit to Transi-
tion Central.

Families will be invited to tour/visit
Transition Central.

They will then review the informa-
tion and talk with the local Transi-
tion Coordinator and caseload
teacher about the options available
to the student.

Typically students attend for up to
two years but may decide, upon
reaching their specific goals, to
exit the program sooner.

Contact Information
Matt Mahar - Transition Coordinator
Phone: (616) 527-0542 ext. 1812
Email: mmahar@ioniaisd.org

Daisy Cook - Facilitator
Phone: (616) 527-1306
Email: dcook@ioniaisd.org

Ionia County Intermediate
School District

2191 Harwood Rd.

Ionia, MI 48846

(616) 527-4900
(616) 527-4731 (fax)

Mission Statement

The staff, administration and Board
of Education of the Ionia County In-
termediate School District are col-
laborating:

- with students, parents
and district residents

- with local and other
intermediate districts, and
- with community partners
and state agencies,

to provide quality services and exem-

plary leadership in support of supe-

rior teaching and learning throughout

the district.

www. iohiaisd.orq

Robert J. Kjolhede, Superintendent

Ionia County Intermediate School
District is an Equal Opportunity
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What is a Transition
Central?

Transition Central is a program to
help provide the necessary support
and training for students who are
not quite
ready to
meet the
demands
of life af-
ter high
school.

It is intfended to help make the
needed connections with post
school programs, supports, adult
agencies and activities that will
make our students transition into
life after school easier and more
meaningful.

Transition Central will concentrate
its work in the three areas of Tran-
sition:

o Employment
o Community Involvement

e Home Living

Who is Eligible?

The program services students who have
completed their local high school require-
ments but need additional support to de-
velop competitive work, social and life
skills.

The students may reside in any of the
Ionia Intermediate School Districts.

These districts include:
Ionia Belding Lakewood

Palo Portland Saranac

What Are the Prerequisites?

e Students must be a minimum of 18
years of age upon entrance to the pro-
gram.

e Students will be evaluated annually and
expected to reach their goals within
two years.

e Students must have completed their
high school academic requirements.

o Students must show evidence that
they will be safe and secure within the
community, without educational staff
present.

e Students must show evidence of the
potential for competitive employment,
including a desire to work.

How We Do It

The ultimate goal of this program is to
have students become as independent as
possible.

Employment

Students will explore employment op-
tions and local employment supports.
This includes Michigan Rehabilitation
Services, Community Mental Health and
Goodwill. Skills include how to obtain
and maintain employment, including:

- Entfrepreneurships

- Volunteerism

- Independent and supported

work settings.

Community Involvement

Participants have the opportunity to ex-
plore different recreation and leisure
opportunities available in their communi-
ties and how to make necessary connec-
tions. This will also be a time for stu-
dents to practice safety, transportation,
money and social skills in local surround-
ings.

Home Living

Students will work on learning life skills.

e Cooking

e Laundry

e Housekeeping

e Phone Skills

e Time Management
e Money Skills

e Finding Housing




